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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim 16 is canceled. 

Election/Res trictions 

1 . Newly submitted claims 1 05-1 1 3 directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: independen claim 
105 adds a limitation "a second accounting process" which was not presented in original 
set of claims, which requires separate search in separate class. Original presentation 
was for Single accounting process. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 105-1 13 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and 
MPEP§ 821.03. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 86 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 86 depends on itself. 
Examiner assumes it is a typo error and claim 86 depends on claim 85. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vitagliano 
et al (hereinafter Vitagliano - US 5,206,803) in view of Atkins (US 5,884,285), Norris 
(US 6,105,007) and Stanley L. lezman "Operating Pension Funds In Compliance With 
ERISA Procedures: How to avoid a Department of Labor audit: A primer for lawyers." 
(hereinafter lezman). 

Re. Claims 1,15, 30-31, and 45 Vitagliano discloses a data processing apparatus 
(system) and method for managing a plurality of accounts that can be accessed for 
credit tied to and in communication with an associated pension plan as an underlying 
source of capital [see entire document for all limitations, particularly, Abs], and a 
processor [Fig. 2 (200); C3 L52-L62], a memory operatively coupled to the processor, 
the memory including program data for causing the processor to perform the steps of 
[Fig 2 (210); C3 L52-L62], 

data representing the value of funds derived from the participants benefit-plan 
account assets and transferred from the benefit plan account upon establishment of the 
loan fund, wherein the loan fund is managed by an investment manager and is recorded 
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in the benefit-plan as an asset of the participant [see entire document particularly, Abs; 
Figure 1-3; C1 L5-L66; C2 L61-L64; C4 L25-L68; C5 L8 to C6 L10], 

(ii) accept funds into the loan fund from the participant in repayment of 
redemptions, and updating the stored loan-fund information with data representing fund 
transfers from and acceptances into the loan fund, whereby redemptions from and 
repayments to the participant's loan fund occur without access to the participant's 
benefit-plan assets [C3 L12-L41; C4 L43-L68; C5 L7 to C6 L18], 

updating said loan-fund information for said loan fund that is separately stored 
from account information for said benefit plan account using an accounting process that 
computes the current balance of available funds in the loan fund based on funds transferred 
from assets in the loan fund to settle redemptions and funds accepted as assets into the 
loan fund as repayments of redemptions and does not change a loan fund asset amount 
listed in the account information of the benefit plan account relating to the loan fund [C4 
L61-L68, L6-L22] and 

computer readable medium (storage for account balances and plan instruction) 
[Fig. 2 item # 250; C3 L57-L58]. 

Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose 

initializing loan-fund information upon establishment of a loan fund for the 
participant, wherein said initializing further includes the processor storing in a database in 
the memory the loan-fund information including a current loan-fund balance of available 
funds in said loan fund separately from account information for said benefit plan account 
and 
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fund transfer and computer database and program, and 
wherein the loan fund is defined as a separate asset-funded account from which money 
is drawn for loans, wherein the loan fund is one of the plurality of investments in the benefit 
plan account, 

However, Atkins discloses initializing loan-fund information upon establishment of 
a loan fund for the participant, and database, wherein said initializing further includes the 
processor storing in a database in the memory the loan-fund information including a current 
loan-fund balance of available funds in said loan fund separately from account information 
for said benefit plan account and program [Abs; C8 L65 to C10-26; C18 L51 ; C20 L1 1- 
L124; C25 L2-L35] to open an account and provide financial management program for 
implementing, coordinating, analyzing of investments in an array of assets. 

Norris discloses electronic fund transfers to borrower and arranging for 
repayment [Abs; Fig. 1 ; C1 L22-L34; C2 L55-L67] to transfer fund from one account to 
another. 

lezman discloses wherein the loan fund is defined as a separate asset-funded 
account from which money is drawn for loans, wherein the loan fund is one of the plurality 
of investments in the benefit plan account [see the entire document and specially for the 
following disclosures - operation of pension funds, and investing all of a pension fund 
portfolio in a single or limited number of asset classes is imprudent, approved models 
for allocating investments require diversification among many asset classes (stocks, 
bonds, cash, and real estate). A pension plan must give a great deal of thought to 
whether the fund should invest in a commingled vehicle or create a separate account. 
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An appropriate allocation should take into account the actuarially computed returns 
necessary to enable the plan to meet its funding requirements given the level of risk that 
it wishes to assume, where the asset allocation decision seeks to balance risk, duration, 
return objectives, and meet the expected financial goals of the pension plan. In order to 
invest pension plans funds in real estate market, pension plan must establish 
appropriate cash management policies for their real estate, real estate investment 
parameters, and hire real estate investment managers, structuring real estate 
transactions (mortgage loans or debt investments) and negotiate and document leases, 
acquisitions and/or dispositions] to ensure that the pension funds comply fully with ERISA 
procedural processes. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the Applicant's invention was made to modify disclose of Vitagliano and computer 
database, loan fund is defined as a separate asset-funded account from which money is 
drawn for loans, wherein the loan fund is one of the plurality of investments in the benefit 
plan account and database account initialization, as taught by Norris, Atkins, and lezman 
to define loan fund as a separate asset-funded account, store client account 
information, amount of the loan, asset or liability and deposit/withdraw funds from 
source of funds to/from deposit account in database for managing real-time funds 
information and store the asset information for future reporting, initializing the database 
information by data retrieval of stored data. 

Re. Claim 2, Vitagliano discloses acceptance into the loan fund and update the loan- 
fund information upon receipt of data from the investment manager computer system 
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representing an accrual of interest into the loan fund [fig. 2; C1 L67 to C2 L24; C3 L52 
to C4 L24; C5 L7 to C6 L18]. 

Re. Claim 3, Vitagliano discloses initialize (new account) the loan-fund information upon 
receipt of data from the benefit-plan computer system representing establishment of the 
loan-fund [C2 L50-L68; C3 L52 to C4 L24], and exchange status data with the benefit- 
plan computer system, wherein the computer system exchanges at least a 
representation of a current loan-fund balance, and wherein the benefit-plan computer 
system exchanges at least representation of limitations on the participant's redemptions 
[C2 L50-L68; C3 L22 to C4 L24; C4 L47-68]. 

Re. Claims 4-7, Vitagliano discloses wherein the program data further causes the 
processor to generate data representing a request to transfer funds from the loan fund 
upon receipt of data from the access-vehicle-settlement computer system representing 
a request for settlement for the participant's uses of the access vehicle [C1 L5-L1 1 ; C4 
L47-L68], and equal to a line of credit (LOC) value; and generate data to the access- 
vehicle-settlement computer system representing a refusal of the proposed redemption 
only if the proposed redemption is greater than the LOC value [Fig. 3; C4 L25-L55], and 
wherein the LOC value does not exceed an available loan amount (ALA) value 
determined in accordance with statute, regulation [Fig. 3; C4 L25-L55], and receive 
data from the access-vehicle-settlement computer system representing at least one 
redemption by the participant made by a use of the access vehicle; and update data 
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representing the LOC value in response to the received data by decreasing the LOC 
value by the total value of the redemptions [Fig. 3; C4 L25-L58]. 

Re. Claim 8, Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose a communication interface for 
exchanging data between the computer system and a computer system of a funds- 
acceptance provider, wherein the program data further causes the processor, upon 
receipt of data from the funds-acceptance-provider computer system representing the 
participant's payment of funds to the funds-acceptance provider, to generate data 
representing a request for acceptance of funds into the loan fund. However, Norris 
discloses this step [Fig. 1 ; C2 L36-L68; C12 L35-L57]. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the Applicant's invention was made to combine 
discloses of Vitagliano and Norris to allow electronic fund transfer and arrange 
communication between the participants accounts and financial institutions provided 
service. 

Re. Claim 52, Vitagliano discloses receive data from funds-acceptance-provider 
computer system (system) representing at least one payment by the participant [C3 
L52-L68; C5 L7 to C6 L18], and update data representing the LOC value in response to 
the received data by increasing the LOC value by the value of the payment [Fig. 3; C4 
L25-L58]. 



Re. Claim 9, Vitagliano discloses a credit card [C3 L32-L35]. 
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Re. Claims 10-12, Vitagliano discloses wherein the program data further causes the 
processor to generate data representing loan-fund statement information and 
repayment [C3 L52-L68; C6 L10-L18], and wherein the required repayment amounts 
and times are determined in dependence on the total redemptions that have not yet 
been repaid and in accordance with policy (code) to preserve tax-advantaged treatment 
of the participant's redemptions [C3 L22-L52], and generated data is transmitted to the 
participant [Fig. 2 (220 & 270); C4 L44-L47]. Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose 
informing the participant of required repayment amounts and times and wherein the 
generated data is transmitted to the participant by means of the Internet network or a 
telephone network. However, informing the participant of required repayment amounts 
and times and transmitting account summary statement by Internet network (using 
modem and public telephone network system) are commonly will known to credit card 
holders particularly to those who subscribe to credit card electronic statements. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the Applicant's invention 
was made to modify discloses of Vitagliano, Norris and Atkins and add generation of 
account statement which includes repayment amount, due time, and transmitting the 
account statement over Internet or telephone network (i.e., via email, download with 
modem, html format) to add this step to alert the borrower of payment due and reduce 
the paper mailed volume. 
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Re. Claims 13-14, Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose wherein the program data 
further causes the processor, upon receipt of data representing a participant request, to 
generate data representing loan-fund status for informing the participant of recent 
redemptions, and wherein the generated data is periodically transmitted as messages 
grouped into computer files. However, these steps are commonly will known to one skill 
in the art of financial institutions to add these steps to update the participants accounts 
at a particular time to save time and achieve cast reduction. 

Re. Claims 17-18, and 24 Vitagliano discloses wherein the loan-fund information 
comprises data representing at least a loan-fund balance [C2 L50-L68; C3 L22 to C4 
L24; C4 L47-68], and wherein the current loan-fund balance is updated in response to 
receipt of data from an investment-manager computer system representing funds 
transfer (transmit) from [fig. 2; C1 L67 to C2 L24; C3 L52 to C4 L24; C4 L47-L52; C5 L7 
to C6 L18], and generating data for the benefit-plan computer system representing the 
current loan-fund balance for the benefit plan, and receiving data from the benefit-plan 
computer system representing the limitations on the participant's redemptions [C2 L50- 
L68; C3 L52 to C4 L24; C4 L47-68], and wherein the loan-fund balance is further 
updated in response to receipt of data from the investment-manager computer system 
representing a repayment [fig. 2; C1 L67 to C2 L24; C3 L52 to C4 L24; C4 L47-L52; C5 
L7 to C6 L18]. 
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Re. Claim 19, Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose a step of generating data 
representing a request for acceptance of funds into the loan fund from a funds- 
acceptance provider in response to receipt of data representing the participant's 
repayment of funds to the funds-acceptance provider. However, Norris discloses this 
step [Fig. 1; C2 L36-L68; C12 L35-L57]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the Applicant's invention was made to combine discloses of 
Vitagliano, Norris and Atkins to allow the financial institutions to accept (approve 
payment) and arrangement fund transfer between the participants accounts and 
financial institutions provided service 



Re. Claims 20-23, Vitagliano discloses receiving data representing settlement requests 
from a settlement system that processes uses of the access vehicle, and wherein data 
representing requests to transfer funds from the loan fund to settle redemptions is 
generated in response to receipt of request data from the access-vehicle settlement 
system [Abs; C1 L5-L1 1 ; C4 L47-L68], and receiving data from the access-vehicle- 
settlement computer system representing at least one redemption by the participant 
made by a use of the access vehicle; and updating data representing an LOC value in 
response to the received data by decreasing the LOC value by the total value of the 
redemptions that have not been repaid [Fig. 3; C4 L25-L58], and receiving data from 
the access-vehicle-settlement system representing a proposed redemption to be made 
by a participant's proposed use of the access vehicle; generate data to the access- 
vehicle-settlement system representing an authorization of the proposed redemption 
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only if the proposed redemption is less than line of credit (LOG) value; and generate 
data to the access-vehicle-settlement system representing a refusal (disapprove) of the 
proposed redemption only if the proposed redemption is greater than the LOC value 
[Fig. 3; C4 L25-L58] 

Re. Claims 25-26, Vitagliano discloses step of generating data representing loan-fund 
statement information [C3 L52-L68; C6 L10-L18], and wherein the required repayment 
amounts and times are determined in dependence on the total redemptions that have 
not yet been repaid and in accordance with policy (code) to preserve tax-advantaged 
treatment of the participant's redemptions [Fig. 2 (220 & 270); C4 L44-L47]. Vitagliano, 
explicitly, does not disclose informing the participant of required repayment amounts 
and times. However, informing the participant of required repayment amounts and times 
are commonly will known to credit card holders who get credit card activity statement 
and payment vouchers. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the Applicant's invention was made to modify discloses of Vitagliano, Norris 
and Atkins and add this step to alert the borrower of payment due to avoid extra 
charges and exceeding the limits. 

Re. Claim 27, Vitagliano discloses a credit card [C3 L32-L35]. 

Re. Claims 28-29, Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose wherein the generated data is 
periodically transmitted as messages grouped into computer files and wherein loans are 



Application/Control Number: 10/092,279 Page 13 

Art Unit: 3628 

provided to a plurality of participants, each participant having assets in the benefit plan. 
However, these steps are commonly will known to one skill in the art of financial 
institutions to provide loans to member and update all of the accounts at a particular 
time to save time and achieve cast reduction. 

Re. Claim 32, Vitagliano discloses wherein the step of establishing further comprises 
requesting the benefit plan to transfer funds to the loan fund [Abs; C1 L5]. 

Re. Claim 33, Vitagliano, disclose wherein the value of the funds transferred from the 
benefit plan is less than the value of participants vested assets in the benefit plan [Abs; 
Figure 1-3; C1 L55-L66; C2 L61-L64; C4 L25-L30; C5 L8 to C6 L10]. 

Re. Claim 34, Vitagliano, disclose wherein the participant's benefit-plan assets further 
comprise a stock [C2 L49]. 

Re. Claims 35-36, Vitagliano, disclose wherein the access vehicle includes a credit card 
[C3 L32-L35], and wherein the participant makes a plurality of redemptions from the 
loan fund by a plurality of uses of the access vehicle [C3 L32-L35], 

Re. Claims 37-38, Vitagliano, disclose further comprising a step of authorizing a 
participant's proposed redemption from the loan fund only if the total of the proposed 
redemption and past redemptions that have not yet been repaid is equal to or less then 



Application/Control Number: 10/092,279 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3628 

an available line of credit (LOC) value determined for the participant [C4 L6-L68], and 
wherein the LOC value is equal to or less then an available loan amount (ALA) value 
which depends upon the value of the participant's vested assets in the benefit plan [Fig. 
3; L6-L68]. 

Re. Claims 39-40, Vitagliano discloses updating the current loan-fund balance by (i) 
increasing the balance upon receipt of funds transferred from the benefit plan and (ii) 
decreasing the balance upon transferal of funds for settlement of redemptions; and 
sending (transmit) periodically to the benefit plan of information representing the current 
loan-fund balance [C4 L6-L68]. 

Re. Claim 41 , Vitagliano discloses wherein the loan-fund information is further updated 
when the investment manager accrues into the loan fund dividends earned on the loan 
fund or interest paid by the participant on redemptions from the loan fund [C2 L50-68]. 

Re. Claims 42-43, Vitagliano discloses wherein the steps of establishing to preserve 
tax-advantaged treatment of the participant's redemptions [Fig. 2 (220 & 270); C1 L5- 
L20; C4 L44-L47], and wherein the statute, regulation, or policy includes one or more of 
the provisions of 26 U.S.C. §§ 1 and 401 et seq., and 29 U.S.C. § 1001 et seq. and any 
other similar programs (tax code) [C1 L13-L33; C2 L44]. 
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Re. Claim 44, Vitagliano discloses wherein, upon establishment, the loan fund is 
structured as a sub-custodian (assumed ...) [C2 L36-L49], 

Re. Claim 46, Vitagliano discloses program means for causing the processor means to 
generate data for the benefit-plan computer system representing the current loan-fund 
balance for the benefit plan, and program means for causing the processor means to 
receive data from the benefit-plan computer system representing the limitations on the 
participant's redemptions [C2 L50-L68; C3 L22 to C4 L24; C4 L47-68]. 

Re. Claim 47, Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose means for causing the processor 
means to generate data representing a request for acceptance of funds into the loan 
fund from a funds-acceptance provider in response to receipt of data representing the 
participant's repayment of funds to the funds-acceptance provider. However, Norris 
discloses this step [Fig. 1; C2 L36-L68; C12 L35-L57] to repay credit obligation. It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the disclosure of Vitagliano, Norris and Atkins and add means for 
causing the processor means to generate data representing a request, as taught by 
Norris to allow the financial institutions to accept (approve and deposit) and 
arrangement fund transfer between the participants' accounts and financial institutions 
provided service 



Application/Control Number: 10/092,279 Page 16 

Art Unit: 3628 

Re. Claim 48, Vitagliano discloses means for causing the processor means to receive 
data representing settlement requests from a settlement system that processes uses of 
an access vehicle, and wherein data representing requests to transfer funds from the 
loan fund to settle redemptions is generated in response to receipt of request data from 
the access-vehicle-settlement system [C1 L5-L11; C4 L47-L68]. 

Re. Claim 49, Vitagliano discloses means to receive data from an access-vehicle- 
settlement computer system representing at least one redemption by the participant 
made by a use of the access vehicle [C1 L5-L1 1 ; C4 L47-L68], and program means for 
causing the processor means to update data representing an LOC value in response to 
the received data by decreasing the LOC value by the total value of the redemptions 
that have not been repaid [Fig. 3; C4 L25-L58]. 

Re. Claim 50, Vitagliano discloses means for causing the processor means to receive 
data from the access-vehicle-settlement system representing a proposed redemption to 
be made by a participant's proposed use of the access vehicle [C1 L5-L1 1 ; C4 L47- 
L68], program means for causing the processor means to generate data to the access 
vehicle-settlement system representing an authorization of the proposed redemption 
only if the proposed redemption is less than or equal to a line of credit (LOC) value [Fig. 
3; C1 L5-L1 1 ; C4 L25-L58], and program means for causing the processor means to 
generate data to the access vehicle-settlement system representing a refusal of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/092,279 Page 17 

Art Unit: 3628 

proposed redemption only if the proposed redemption is greater than the LOC value 
[Fig. 3;C1 L5-L11;C4 L25-L58]. 

Re. Claim 51, Vitagliano discloses means for causing the processor means to generate 
data representing loan-fund statement [C3 L52-L68; C6 L10-L18]. Vitagliano, explicitly, 
does not disclose informing the participant of required repayment amounts and times. 
However, informing the participant of required repayment amounts and times are 
commonly will known to credit card holder. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the Applicant's invention was made to modify disclose 
of Vitagliano, Norris and Atkins and add this step to alert the borrower of payment due. 

Re. Claims 53-54, Vitagliano discloses participant's benefit-plan assets of accrued 
interest paid by the participant on redemptions from the loan fund, and participant's 
benefit-plan assets of accrued dividend funds earned on the loan fund and generating 
report [C2 L50-68; C3 L63 to C4 L5-L68]. Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose 
generate data representing a transfer. However, it is will known and common banking 
practice that accrued dividend and interest are posted to the accounts. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the Applicants 
invention was made to modify discloses of Vitagliano, Norris and Atkins and add this 
step to assure the dividend and interest are posted to proper account for accuracy of 
account. 
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Re. Claim 55, Vitagliano discloses comprising updating the loan fund information in 
response to receipt of data from the investment-manager computer system representing 
posting of (i) interest paid by the participant on redemptions from the loan fund [C2 L50- 
68; C3 L63 to C4 L5-L68]. 

Re. Claim 56, Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose generate data representing a 
transfer. However, it is will known and common banking practice that accrued dividend 
and interest are posted to the accounts. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the Applicant's invention was made to modify discloses of 
Vitagliano, Norris and Atkins and add this step to assure the dividend and interest are 
posted to proper account for accuracy of account. 

Re. Claim 57, Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose upon request to the investment 
manager, transferring accrued dividend and interest funds from the loan fund to the 
benefit plan. However, it is will know and common banking practice that accrued 
dividend and interest are posted to the accounts to keep record of accurate account for 
future use. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
Applicant's invention was made to modify discloses of Vitagliano, Norris and Atkins and 
add this step to assure the dividend and interest are posted to proper account for 
accuracy of account. 
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Claims 58-69, 74-86 and 90, 93, 95-102 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vitagliano et al (hereinafter Vitagliano - US 5,206,803) in view of 
Norris (US 6,105,007) and lezman. 

Re. Claim 58, Vitagliano discloses receiving information reflecting a loan request for a 
loan-request amount made by said participant (withdrawal) [C4 L30-L32], 

verifying (approved/disapproved) that said loan-request amount does not exceed 
a current balance of available funds (any account) in said loan fund as using account 
information for said loan fund, said account information for said loan fund being stored 
by said computer system separately from account information for said benefit plan 
(credit processing # 70 and pension plan # 10) [Figure 1 #10 and #70; C2 L61-L3; C3 
L15-L17; C3 L52-L62; C4 L13-L55; C5 L8 to C6 L10], and 

updating said loan-fund information for said loan fund that is separately stored 
from account information for said benefit plan account using an accounting process that 
computes the current balance of available funds in the loan fund based on funds transferred 
from assets in the loan fund to settle redemptions and funds accepted as assets into the 
loan fund as repayments of redemptions and does not change a loan fund asset amount 
listed in the account information of the benefit plan account relating to the loan fund [C4 
L61-L68, L6-L22; C6 L2-L9]. 

Vitagliano does not explicitly disclose initiating transfer of said amount of funds 
requested by said participant loan request from said loan fund if said loan-request 
amount has been verified to not exceed said current balance of available funds in said 
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loan fund, wherein the loan fund is defined as a separate asset-funded account from 
which money is drawn for loans, wherein the loan fund is one of the plurality of 
investments in the benefit plan account. 

However, Norris discloses initiating transfer of said amount of funds requested by said 
participant loan request from said loan fund if said loan-request amount has been 
verified to not exceed said current balance of available funds in said loan fund [Abs; Fig. 
1; C1 L22-L34; C2 L35-L67; C6 L13-L28; C7 L62-L65] to transfer fund from one account 
to another, lezman discloses wherein the loan fund is defined as a separate asset- 
funded account from which money is drawn for loans, wherein the loan fund is one of the 
plurality of investments in the benefit plan account [see claim 1], 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the Applicant's 
invention was made to combine the discloses of Vitagliano, Norris and lezman to 
transfer funds between accounts and allow the participant to access requested 
borrowing amount. 

Re. Claims 59-60, Vitagliano disclose account capital invested in stocks, bonds or other 
fundable assets. Neither Vitagliano nor Norris does explicitly disclose wherein said loan 
fund comprises stable-value assets having a stable market value and wherein said 
stable-value assets comprise, cash or cash-equivalent instruments. However these 
steps are will known as being one of the "fundable assets" to one skill in the art of 
financial investment such as: treasury bills, Certificate of Deposit (CD) and money 
market fund which are low risk investment vehicles and keep their value and pay 
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interest. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosures of Vitagliano and Norris to invest 
in low risk stable financial assets to not loss the capital. 

Re. Claims 61 and 74, Vitagliano discloses receiving information reflecting a repayment 
made by said participant [C4 L18-L29; C6 L15-L18], and 

updating said account information for said loan fund to reflect said amount of 
repaid funds transferred into said loan fund [C4 L61-L68; C6 L15-L18]. 

transmitting information reflecting said current balance in said loan fund to an 
administrator of said benefit plan account [C4 L6-L68]. 

Vitagliano does not explicitly disclose transferring the amount of funds repaid by 
said participant into said loan fund. However, Norris discloses this feature [Abs; Fig. 1; 
C1 L22-L34; C2 L35-L67; C6 L13-L28; C7 L62-L65] to transfer repayment fund from 
one account to another. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the Applicant's invention was made to combine the discloses of Vitagliano and 
Norris to transfer funds between accounts and allow the participant to deposit fund to 
repay loan. 

Re. Claim 62, Vitagliano discloses updating said account information for said loan fund 
and storing the funds separately to reflect said amount of funds transferred into said 
loan fund [C4 L61-L68; C6 L15-L18]. 
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Vitagliano does not explicitly disclose receiving information reflecting a request 
made by said participant to transfer an amount of funds into said loan fund from said 
benefit plan account, and transferring said amount of funds requested by said 
participant transfer request into said loan fund from said benefit plan account.. However, 
Norris discloses these steps [C6 L13-L28] to move funds from source fund to another 
account (deposit account) for withdrawal. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the Applicant's invention was made to combine the discloses 
of Vitagliano and Norris to transfer funds between accounts and allow the participant to 
deposit/withdraw fund into/from loan fund (account). 

Re. Claim 63, Vitagliano discloses updating said account information for said loan fund 
to reflect said amount of funds transferred from said loan fund [C4 L61-L68; C6 L15- 
L18]. 

Vitagliano does not explicitly disclose receiving information reflecting a request 
made by said participant to transfer an amount of funds from said loan fund into said 
benefit plan account, and transferring said amount of funds requested by said 
participant transfer request from said loan fund into said benefit plan account. However, 
Norris discloses these steps [C6 L13-L28] to move funds from deposit account to 
source fund for repayment. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the Applicant's invention was made to combine the discloses of Vitagliano 
and Norris to transfer funds between accounts and allow the participant to 
deposit/withdraw fund into/from loan fund (account). 
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Re. Claims 64-65, Vitagliano discloses wherein at least one loan request is made by 
use of a payment access vehicle by said participant, and wherein said payment access 
vehicle comprises a check, or a credit card, or a debit card, or an ACH transfer, or a 
wire transfer, or a sweep, or an ATM [C3 L12-L21]. 

Re. Claim 66, Vitagliano further discloses performing steps comprising administering 
said benefit plan account by updating in said account information for said benefit plan 
that is separately stored from accounting information for said loan fund a value of said 
benefit-plan investment in said loan fund, said updated value reflecting said current 
balance in said loan fund [C13-L68; C6 L2-L18; C4 L61-L68, L6-L22]. 

Re. Claim 67, Vitagliano further discloses performing steps comprising updating said 
account information for said loan fund to reflect accrual of interest into said loan fund 
and storing funds separately [C2 L50-L60; C4 L61-L68, L6-L22]. 

Re. Claims 68-69, Vitagliano further discloses further performing steps comprising 
receiving, from an administrator/processor of said benefit plan account, information 
reflecting a maximum total amount of loans from said loan fund that can be outstanding 
to said participant, wherein said maximum amount of loans (acceptable level) is 
determined in dependence on a current value of said assets in said benefit plan 
account, and further performing steps comprising determining a line of credit for said 
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loan fund, said line of credit not exceeding either said maximum amount of loans 
(acceptable level) or said current balance in said loan fund [C3 L63 to C4 L60; Formula 
I and II where LOC(I.J) available credit]. 

Re Claim 75, claim 75 is rejected with same rational as claim 58. 

Re. Claims 76-77, claims 76-77 are rejected with same rational as claims 59-60. 

Re. Claims 78 and 90, claim 78 and 90 are rejected with same rational as claim 61 and 

74. 

Re. Claim 79, claim 79 is rejected with same rational as claim 62. 

Re. Claim 80, claim 80 is rejected with same rational as claim 63. 

Re. Claims 81-82, claims 81-82 are rejected with same rational as claim 64-65. 

Re. Claim 83, claim 83 is rejected with same rational as claim 66. 

Re. Claim 84, claim 84 is rejected with same rational as claim 67. 

Re. Claims 85-86, claims 85-86 are rejected with same rational as claim 68-69. 

Re. Claims 93 and 96, Vitagliano discloses receiving income information from an 
investment of all or a portion of the loan fund that has not been loaned [C4 L6-L68; C3 
L63 to C4 L60 - balance], and update the separately stored account (storing an 
account) information for said benefit plan account [C1 L67 to C2 L24; C3 L52 to C4 L24; 
C5 L7 to C6 L18]. generating and sending a signal with at least a portion of the income 
information [C4 L6-L68], 
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Re. Claim 95, Vitagliano, explicitly, does not disclose an interface to the World Wide 
Web, which may be accessed by a participant to send a signal initiating transfer of 
assets between the loan fund and the benefit plan. However, transferring funds using 
internet and computer is well known. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the Applicant's invention was made to modify disclosure of 
Vitagliano and add internet interface to use cost effective communication system for 
transferring accounting and fund information. 

Re. Claim 97, Vitagliano does not explicitly disclose wherein said account information 
for said loan fund is stored in a different electronic database relative to said account 
information for said benefit plan account. However, distributed database system, 
centralized database system and multiple database server are known for managing files 
and data. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
Applicant's invention was made to modify the disclosure of Vitagliano and add multiple 
database for account to efficiently administer and maintain accounts. 

Re. Claim 98, Vitagliano does not explicitly disclose wherein said account information 
for said loan fund is stored in a different electronic database relative to said account 
information for said benefit plan account. However, distributed database system, 
centralized database system and multiple database server are known for managing files 
and data. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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Applicant's invention was made to modify the disclosure of Vitagliano and add multiple 
database for account to efficiently administer and maintain accounts. 

Re. Claim 99, Vitagliano discloses wherein the receiving information reflecting a request 
made by said participant to transfer step comprises receiving an electronic request from 
a computer of an investment manager [C1 L67 to C2 L24; C3 L52 to C4 L32; C4 L47- 
L52; C5 L7 to C6 L18]. 

Re. Claim 100, Vitagliano discloses wherein the receiving information reflecting a 
request made by said participant to transfer step comprises receiving an electronic 
request from a computer of an investment manager [C1 L67 to C2 L24; C3 L52 to C4 
L32; C4 L47-L52; C5 L7 to C6 L18]. 

Re. Claim 101, Vitagliano discloses wherein the receiving information reflecting a 
request made by said participant to transfer step comprises receiving an electronic 
request from a computer of an investment manager [C1 L67 to C2 L24; C3 L52 to C4 
L32; C4 L47-L52; C5 L7 to C6 L18]. 

Re. Claim 102, Vitagliano discloses wherein the receiving information 
reflecting a request made by said participant to transfer step comprises receiving an 
electronic request from a computer of an investment manager [C1 L67 to C2 L24; C3 
L52 to C4 L32; C4 L47-L52; C5 L7 to C6 L18]. 
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Claims 70-73 and 87-89 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Vitagliano and Norris, as applies to claims 58, 69 and 75, 86 further in view of 
Wolfberg et al (hereinafter Wolfberg US 5,214,579) 

Re. Claim 70-73, Vitagliano further discloses wherein said step of updating further 
comprises updating said line of credit to reflect said amount of funds transferred from 
said loan fund, and receiving/transmitting information [Fig. 3; C4 L6-L68]. Vitagliano 
does not explicitly disclose wherein said step of verifying further comprises verifying that 
said loan-request amount does not exceed said line of credit, 

wherein said step of receiving further comprises receiving information from a 
payment-settlement system reflecting at least one loan request, and 

wherein the loan-request amount of said loan request reflects payments made by 
said payment-settlement system consequent to a use or to uses of a payment access 
vehicle by said participant 

receiving information from said payment settlement system reflecting at least one 
proposed use of said payment access vehicle by said participant; and 

sending information to the payment settlement system reflecting 
approval/rejection of said proposed use if the amount of said proposed use is less 
than/greater than a current line of credit for said loan fund. 

However, Wolfberg discloses this step [see entire document particularly, Figure 
9A, 10B, 11A-12C; 11B # 330-#348; C6 L1-L8; C17 Table III; C3 L35-L44; C9 L52- 
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L68C24 L9 to C25 L6; C25 L59-L62; C33 L22-28; C36 L10-L13; claims] to allow the 
client to borrow limited fund from client investment and repayment in installment. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the Applicants 
invention was made to combine the discloses of Vitagliano, Norris and Wolfberg to 
provide loan limitations and account settlement for loan approval and accounting 
purpose. 

Re. Claims 87-89, claims 87-89 are rejected with same rational as claim 70-73. 

Claims 91-92, 94, and 103-104 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vitagliano in view of Norris and lezman, as applied to claims 58, and 
75 and further in view of Atkins. 

Re. Claim 91, Atkins discloses different well-known pension plans (IRA, Keogh, etc with 
IRS defined rules) wherein there are a plurality of different benefit plans, each different 
benefit plan for a different employer and having different rules on granting loan, and 
wherein the separate storage for the loan fund further stores the different rules indexed 
by benefit plan [C2 L26-L38] to comply with IRS rules and procedures set for each type 
of pension plan. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to modify disclosures of Vitagliano, Norris and 
lezman and include the above feature, as disclosed by Atkins, to implement different 
pension plan for different employer to comply with IRS rules. 
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Re. Claim 92, Vitagliano discloses transfer of assets between the loan fund and the 
benefit plan [claim 1]. Atkins further discloses software (software is known of including 
instruction for computer to certain functions, such as deposit, transfer, etc) for receiving 
interactive information. Norris further discloses user interface (key board, display, etc) to 
allow the user to perform the transaction. However, Vitagliano, Atkins, Norris or lezman 
does not explicitly disclose an interface to the World Wide Web, which may be 
accessed by a participant to send a signal initiating. However, computer graphic user 
interface (GUI), web page and internet are well known for banking systems where the 
users can transfer payments from their account for payment bills etc (for example, most 
of the banks such as Chevy chase bank, Bank of America, etc, provide online service 
which enables their subscribers to make payments, and transfer money between 
accounts using the Internet and banks web sites.) It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the Applicant's invention was made to modify 
disclosures Vitagliano, Atkins, Norris and lezman and add an interface to the World 
Wide Web, to allow the users to use internet for cost effective means of communication 
which is available 24 hours for banking functions from users PC. 

Re. Claim 94, Atkins further discloses different well-known pension plans (IRA, Keogh, 
etc with IRS defined rules) wherein there are a plurality of different benefit plans, each 
different benefit plan for a different employer and having different rules on granting loan, 
and wherein the separate storage for the loan fund further stores the different rules 
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indexed by benefit plan [C2 L26-L38] to comply with IRS rules and procedures set for 
each type of pension plan. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify disclosures of Vitagliano, 
Norris and lezman and include the above feature, as disclosed by Atkins, to implement 
different pension plan for different employer to comply with IRS rules. 

Re. Claim 103, Atkins further discloses wherein the benefit plan account is a 401 K or 
other contributory plan (IRA, Keogh, etc with IRS defined rules) [C2 L26-L38] to allow 
employee eligible for such a benefit to make investment in this type of pension plan. It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify disclosures of Vitagliano, Norris and lezman and 
include the above feature, as disclosed by Atkins, o allow employee eligible for such a 
benefit to make investment in this type of pension plan. 

Re. Claim 104, Atkins further discloses wherein the benefit plan account is a 401 K or 
other contributory plan (IRA, Keogh, etc with IRS defined rules) [C2 L26-L38] to allow 
employee eligible for such a benefit to make investment in this type of pension plan. It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify disclosures of Vitagliano, Norris and lezman and 
include the above feature, as disclosed by Atkins, o allow employee eligible for such a 
benefit to make investment in this type of pension plan. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments on pending claims, filed 6/6/2006, and declaration have 
been fully considered and are mooted in view of new ground of rejection. Affidavits filed 
under 37CFR 1.132 on 6/6/2005 are considered and mooted in view of new ground of 
rejection. 



Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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5. In response to this office action, applicant should add a statement that no new matter 
is added (I case of amendment), and preferable point out where the added subject 
matter can be found in original specification, which saves examiner time. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 CFR '1.111 (c) to consider the references 
fully when responding to this action. 

Wolfberg, et ai (US 5,745,706) discloses computer system and related 
equipment forspending and investment account management 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harish T. Dass whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6793. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:50 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 571-272-6799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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